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CORONAVIRUS — INTERSTATE AND INTERNATIONAL BORDER RESTRICTIONS 
Motion 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [4.02 pm]: I move that this house condemns—sorry; not in this case “condemns”. 
I will pull that back a bit. It is “calls on”. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let Hansard hear what we are saying, thank you. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Thank you, Deputy Speaker. I move — 

That this house calls on the McGowan Labor government to show more compassion towards 
Western Australians trapped interstate and overseas through no fault of their own, and calls out the callous 
disregard, even contempt, for our fellow citizens. 

Mr R.H. Cook: You did get the comma in the right place—not “even contempt”. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It is not “even contempt” as in equal contempt. There is a disparity in the contempt. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are you wringing your hands with grief over this? 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It is the hand sanitiser, Deputy Speaker. Otherwise, I would, of course, be wringing my hands 
with concern about the way that Australians are being treated and their plight trying to get back to our country 
during this pandemic. 

The opposition has moved this motion as a part of a considered contribution as we continue to try our very best to 
work with this government to make sure that we protect the health of all Western Australians. In this case, we want 
to make sure that we bring back Western Australians — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The member for Cannington is very kind, but in this case, thank you very much. 

Deputy Speaker, obviously I am trying to make a very serious contribution about bringing back Western Australians. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is up to you, members. You have the floor, member for Dawesville. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Thank you very much. The member for Cannington was not in his seat when he was 
interjecting, Deputy Speaker. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, you know better than that! 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: This is a very serious contribution. Of course, we are trying to work with the government to 
make sure that we protect the health of all Western Australians, particularly those off our shores who find themselves 
stranded overseas or those interstate trying to get back to Western Australia. We have noticed more recently some of 
the language used by the Premier who continues to suggest that the process of repatriating Western Australians in 
a manner that is safe and consistent with community expectations is somehow a difficult or unfortunate reality of 
being in office at the moment. I am concerned that more recently the Premier, when speaking about the repatriation 
and quarantine process, has effectively said that those Australians overseas who still call our country home and 
Western Australians who want to return to live their lives in Perth are somehow being dumped on our shores by 
the Australian government. Obviously, that is very disappointing language to use. The opposition and, in fact, 
I would argue probably the community more broadly has called out that language from time to time. No member 
in this place could genuinely suggest that as we look for a process to safely bring people home one should say that 
Australians are being dumped at the doorstep. That is not the way that we treat Australians. It is not just opposition 
members who feel that way. Earlier this week, an open letter from war veteran Stephen Spencer was published in 
The West Australian. He cites the concerns that I think all of us feel. There is clearly some concern particularly about 
the language and the way that this government has been motivated when it comes to treating Australians, particularly 
Western Australians, overseas. 
Before I get to Mr Spencer and the case for all returning travellers, I would like to point out something that has 
continually been an issue for me—that is, the nature of the Premier’s language when he talks about using immigration 
detention centres for quarantining those returning home, instead of the hotel quarantine regime we have in place. 
Although an established hotel quarantine is in place, from time to time some improvements may need to be made, 
which is why we called for a public review. That has been denied by this government. The reality is that the process 
thus far, hopefully, has worked reasonably well. Thankfully, we have not had the same issues that have occurred in 
the eastern states. Certainly, Western Australia is not in the same circumstances as Victoria, although, during the 
very early stages of the hotel quarantine process, there was a risk that things may have gone sideways here. Then, 
out of nowhere, on 15 September, the Premier suggested that Western Australians could perhaps find themselves 
isolating at Christmas Island or Yongah Hill immigration detention centres. The Premier is quoted as saying — 
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“There is Christmas Island, there is Yongah Hill [immigration detention centre]. There are the defence 
bases with numerous accommodation facilities both in Western Australia and all over the country … 
“They could literally take thousands of people into those if they wanted to, and I think that would be 
a good back-up to what the state is doing.” 

During question time today, the Premier said that nine hotels have been stood up. That shows there is obviously 
the capacity in Western Australia to start preparing for an increase in the number of people returning home. We know 
that as a result of the national cabinet decision on Friday, there is a commitment to increase the cap on the number of 
people who can come back to Western Australia. The cap will go from 525 individuals a week to 1 025 individuals 
a week by 11 October. It will be a staged process to make sure that, of course, the state is in a good position to respond 
to the increased number of returning travellers. 
To suggest that Australians could find themselves at Christmas Island or Yongah Hill detention centres completely 
lacks any compassion. It is callous for our state’s Premier to suggest that an immigration detention centre is the right 
place for people to isolate when they are paying for it themselves. As a result of legislation brought to this place, 
people have to pay for their hotel quarantine arrangements now. 
Firstly, it has been suggested that if someone is placed in an immigration centre, they will have to pay for it. Secondly, 
an immigration detention centre obviously does not have the same aesthetic, standard or even comfort as a hotel 
room. That is obvious and evidently the case. At the moment, some of the nine hotels that are used to quarantine 
people in Western Australia are very nice—for example, the Westin Perth. That is an appropriate place for people 
returning home to go into for 14 days. We know that isolating in a hotel already significantly impacts the mental 
health of a person, but to put someone in the Christmas Island detention centre when there is an option for a hotel 
to be utilised is very concerning and not the way that Australians should be treated. 
I have no doubt that although the government endorsed the motion moved last week ensuring that Australians 
returning home from overseas should not go to Christmas Island to quarantine, I suspect that stands in stark contrast 
to the views of cabinet ministers. I have seen photos of cabinet ministers involved in refugee protests about the 
treatment of asylum seekers. I suspect that they do not want offshore detention centres used for asylum seekers, but 
the government voted for those immigration detention centres to be used for Australian citizens stranded overseas who 
are simply trying to return home. There is obviously quite a remarkable disparity and sad irony that cabinet ministers 
clearly do not agree with asylum seekers going to offshore detention centres such as Christmas Island, yet they 
want those centres to be used, voting for a motion recommending Australians go to those centres to quarantine. 
The hubris of the Premier is only further underscored by the fact that last week, 135 people were in the Christmas Island 
detention centre because they had committed violent and very serious crimes. They had their visas cancelled as 
a result of those crimes and are awaiting deportation back to their home country. The Premier cannot seriously 
suggest that they are the people that Western Australians and Australians returning home should be isolating next 
to in a detention centre. The Premier did not do his homework or think through this process; he just made some 
off-the-cuff remark about Yongah Hill and Christmas Island, thinking that the support that has been fomented publicly 
would somehow carry through to endorse his proposition that Australians should go into those facilities. That is 
not the case. People clearly do not want to find themselves in the Christmas Island detention centre because it is 
nearly the same as the hotel quarantine system. 

The really interesting question is why the Premier was motivated to suggest that Christmas Island should be used 
in the first instance. We know that our state has the capacity to quarantine people, with around 10 000 hotel rooms 
in WA. As we have been able to almost double the number of people who come to our state each week, we know that 
the state clearly has the capability and capacity to deal with an increase in arrivals—people who have to quarantine. 
This was a gross overreach by the Premier, who showed that he cares very little about everyday Western Australians 
who find themselves stranded overseas. 

We are not talking about people who are overseas on holiday or enjoying other recreational pursuits. I expect that 
members from across the aisle and certainly on this side of the house have oftentimes found that the people who 
contact them, either through their families or other representatives, are overseas for a variety of reasons that have 
nothing to do with recreational holiday-making. We have heard from people overseas who have to return to seek 
medical treatment in their home country, where Medicare will cover them. In some cases, people’s employment 
circumstances have changed and they need to return home because they simply cannot get a job overseas. Time 
and again, we have seen inequity in the way processes are applied to those who return home, which has meant that 
people have been trapped overseas for months. 

As we often do during the dinner break on Tuesdays, the member for Carine and I went for a walk through the city 
last night. The member for Carine was very keen to see what the impact of homelessness looks like in our city, 
and I am always very keen to join him for a walk in the evening to see what is going on in the CBD. 

Mr R.H. Cook: It sounds very romantic. 
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Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It does. As we were walking down Hay Street, we saw a gentleman opposite the InterContinental 
hotel FaceTiming someone. I stopped and asked the gentleman whether the person he was FaceTiming was in 
quarantine, because I know that the InterContinental is a quarantine facility. He said yes, and that the person he 
was speaking to was trapped overseas for five months, I think he said, in Portugal. That person had been trying to get 
back to Western Australia for five months. That is a significant period. During those five months, she did not have 
the opportunity to return. After discussing the matter further with him, he said that after her visa had totally expired, 
the process allowed her to return and quarantine in Western Australia. Undoubtedly, the hotel quarantine system is 
doing its best to respond. We are lucky to have a very committed bunch of nurses and doctors, the Western Australia 
Police Force and Australian Defence Force personnel assisting in the hotel quarantine process. The reality is that 
that person should not have had to wait five months for a G2G PASS when they found themselves stranded overseas. 
The individual we spoke to was obviously relaying the circumstances that his friend at the InterContinental found 
herself in, but that happens all the time. Constituents or their representatives often contact our offices telling us about 
the circumstances that they find themselves in. I have yet to be approached by someone who has said that they were 
holidaying overseas and they could not come back. That has not happened. I suspect that close to 100 constituents 
in my electorate have had to return home since this regime has been put in place. There is a very real disparity in 
how the process is applied. 

To suggest that after all the heartache and pain suffered by those people stranded overseas, and what they go through, 
they should find themselves in quarantine at Yongah Hill or Christmas Island is grossly unfair and it reflects the 
overreach of the Premier. Let us not beat around the bush. People who are quarantined on Christmas Island are not 
free to walk around the immigration detention centre and use the recreational facilities. That goes against the whole 
merit of what isolation is in the first instance. People would undoubtedly need to quarantine in their room for the 
majority of the time, if not the entire time. I have seen some of the images from inside the Christmas Island detention 
centre. It is obviously not nearly as comfortable as what we would expect from the InterContinental on Hay Street, 
for example. People are already in a very difficult circumstance, not being free to leave the room in which they are 
quarantining. It is not a good suggestion that they should be placed in a detention centre. The prospect of using places 
such as that shows that this Premier has no confidence in our state’s health system. That is grossly unfair and does 
not honour the work of our doctors, nurses, the Department of Health team and the State Health Incident Coordination 
Centre, who have done a very good job of responding to the current circumstances. We have bought ourselves 
time to ensure that we have a very compassionate and fair quarantine process in Western Australia. 

I realise and appreciate that the minister will undoubtedly suggest during his remarks that per capita, Western Australia 
is the second highest receiver of people coming into our country. Because our city faces the Indian Ocean, we are 
undoubtedly the gateway to Europe, Africa, India and the gulf states. It makes a lot of sense that more and more 
individuals are coming back to Australia via Western Australia. I believe in Western Australia. I believe that we have 
the capability to put a proper system in place and I believe that we can handle the increased workload. I do not see 
it—I would be genuinely surprised if any Western Australian does—as a dumping ground when we learn about the 
number of Australians who have to return to our country. 

The language of the Premier in the last couple of weeks has continued to be ratcheted up, I suspect as he realises 
that he is continuing to lose political support and he has no more posturing to do on the border. Instead, he has started 
to demean those people who are trying to get home from overseas. That is clearly starting to bite. We cannot deny 
the real human impact of those people who have been affected, including Mr Stephen Spencer. We know about his 
case because his father spoke out about him to Seven West Media. Stephen wrote an open letter yesterday about the 
extraordinary steps he has taken to try to get back home. Mr Spencer is not only a former veteran of the Afghanistan 
war but also stranded overseas with his wife and two children and is trying to get back home. His father expresses 
frustration that is brewing within the Spencer family and states in The West Australian that Mr Spencer is demanding 
a one-on-one with Mr McGowan. I quote Mr Spencer’s father — 

… Mark McGowan here, there has been no help whatsoever. It’s been extremely disappointing … 
I’m at boiling point. Mark McGowan speaks about (Christmas Island), I’d love to know how he would 
feel if that was his family having to go there. 
They just say these things. Would you be prepared to do that? 
I would just love to be able to get face to face with him — 

That is, the Premier — 
for about five minutes and have a real good chat to him about it. 
I’m actually disgusted with the way they’ve handled it here and the caps they’ve put in place. 

We get a real sense of the frustration that exists within the Spencer family. That is reinforced by the open letter from 
Mr Spencer in The West Australian yesterday, some of which I will quote — 
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We looked after our mates, we helped each other, we did the right thing for no other reason than it was the 
right thing to do. We promoted social classlessness, where the only meaningful metric in evaluating a person 
was whether they were a “good bloke”. 
Our sporting and military efforts over the last 120 years have epitomised these traits. The Anzacs are the 
most famous example, but I witnessed first hand the same courage and mateship in those I served with in 
Afghanistan. Australia at its best has proven itself capable of shining in the most difficult of circumstances; 
the undersized underdog who refuses to give up and abandon its post. 
I can only imagine how saddened the Anzacs would be at the policies of Australia in 2020. An Australia 
that has left up to 100,000 of its own citizens competing in a financial Hunger Games to see who gets a seat 
on a plane. 

Undoubtedly, there are ramifications as part of that conversation about the national cabinet process. I understand the 
frustrations that exist. That is why the caps have been put in place. Caps have been put in place, in this case, at the 
request of the states, with the support of the Prime Minister and the national cabinet and, indeed, the commonwealth 
government more broadly. The Premiers set the caps for the states for arrivals into their states. That is why 
New South Wales has stepped up and why, given the circumstances in which Victoria finds itself, Victoria has not 
taken any entrants. It is still dealing with its own statewide crisis. Clearly, the Australian government is just trying 
to support the work of the Western Australian government. The Western Australian government has set those caps. 
The Western Australian government, as Mr Spencer goes on to say, has frustrated this process for so long and it 
has created massive inequity in the task of retrieving people from overseas and bringing them back home. 
It is important that we make sure that no matter how people return here, it is done safely. Of course, the opposition 
supports the government in whatever it can do. However, the system must be compassionate and fair. It cannot be 
a binary argument that people are either a zero or a one and are either let into the state or not. The capability must 
exist to consider individual circumstances and to understand the circumstances and disparity that people face and 
the circumstances in which they find themselves and allow people to come home. That is what is important 
here. We are talking about our fellow Western Australians: people whose children go to school here; people who 
work here; people whose families are here; people who have been born and bred here; or people who have settled 
in Western Australia and consider it their new home. They deserve to be able to get home with priority. The Liberal 
opposition does not want to see a single Western Australian stranded overseas. It is not good enough that someone 
such as the individual we spoke to yesterday found their friend stranded overseas for five months, unsure about their 
future, waiting for their visa to be cancelled before the G2G PASS system would allow them to enter into our state. 
Five months is far too long. We must have a system that allows flexibility. We must have a system that allows for 
compassion because many people who find themselves still overseas are there through no fault of their own. 
We need to ensure that we have a government that has compassion. That is all we are asking for. The behaviour so 
far of some—indeed, the language of the Premier more recently—has been callous. It has been borderline in contempt 
for those who find themselves overseas. In this motion today we call on the government to show more compassion 
to those Western Australians stranded overseas and interstate through no fault of their own. Let us bring them back 
home safely and in a way that is compassionate and consistent with the Australian values of mateship, fairness 
and equality. 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [4.24 pm]: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, for the 
opportunity to speak on this motion. Another day in Parliament, another day on which the opposition calls into 
question Western Australia’s hard borders. They are the borders that have kept us safe; the borders that allow us 
to open our economy. The government gives no apology for the state’s hard borders. The borders we put in place 
have meant we have had no community-based spread of COVID-19 since 11 April. The Premier said today that it 
was 162 days. That is an enviable record and one that has allowed Western Australians to go back into the workplace 
in droves and people’s lives to get back to the new normal. Obviously, to maintain hard borders requires hard 
decisions, and the government has had to make those decisions time and again. That includes making sure that when 
people come home to Western Australia, they do so safely and in a way that keeps people in Western Australia 
safe. The way we do that is by ensuring that we have proper stewardship of our borders by maintaining good hotel 
quarantining arrangements and making sure that we identify the public health risk and addressing it. The key way we 
address the public health risk is by ensuring that those coming from overseas, which represent our highest public 
health risk, do so by quarantining in a hotel for 14 days while any potential disease that may impact on them resolves 
itself. They then come out of the hotel and can go about their lives. They can continue on to other parts of Australia 
or, indeed, live in Western Australia. 
The government wants those coming from overseas to do so. We want them to be able to come back to Western Australia 
and Australia so they can continue about their lives. Our priority is to look after them so they can come home safely, 
but also to protect those in Western Australia from any potential disease. It is for that reason that the government 
has continued to maintain strong controls on our hotels and will continue to do so. We have a range of hotels, all of 
which require extensive resources to ensure that we maintain that standard. All security contractors in those hotels 
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have undergone strong infection control courses and training to ensure the necessary security arrangements are 
kept in place. Health and welfare teams oversee those hotels to ensure that we not only look after our guests, but keep 
an eye on the security arrangements. That involves at least three doctors and nine nurses. It involves welfare staff 
including psychologists and social workers—people of that nature. It includes infection control nurses, logisticians, 
administrators and coordinators—people who can manage the cohorts in the hotels. Every time we stand up a hotel, 
that is another group of highly trained medical staff who come off the frontline into those hotels. They perform an 
outstanding role, but there are limitations in what we do with those people. As a result, the commonwealth and the 
state are working together on the arrangement that brought about the cap on international arrivals. That cap is in place 
to ensure that Perth’s hotels are not overwhelmed. This is the same problem that confronts hotels in Sydney, Brisbane 
and Adelaide. As the member for Dawesville said, no international guests are staying at the hotels in Melbourne 
while Victoria continues to resolve the issues confronting that state.  
We are aware that a range of people want to come home to Australia. We are sympathetic to their cause. Indeed, 
the Premier was one of the early sign-ups to the Prime Minister’s call to increase the cap. He made that offer in the 
context of a national cabinet meeting, understanding that a range of people want to come home. The Premier wants 
to bring those people home. However, he wants to bring them home safely. The Premier made a commitment that 
we would work with the commonwealth to increase the cap in a way that would enable us to share the resources, 
and also not compromise our hotel quarantine system. As I said, the Premier was an early sign-up to that call from 
the Prime Minister, and it is one that we are committed to. 
Therefore, it is extremely disappointing that we had a period of time in which the federal government was focused 
entirely on political pointscoring against the Victorian and Queensland governments, with Josh Frydenberg providing 
despicable commentary about the Victorian Premier, Daniel Andrews, and Peter Dutton providing underwhelming 
and, quite frankly, inflammatory commentary about the Queensland government. That commentary was entirely 
unwarranted and unhelpful. The Prime Minister says that he is trying to lead a coalition of consensus among all 
the Premiers. However, at the same time, his ministers are attacking the Premiers on a daily basis. 
This also comes at a time when there was an outbreak of the COVID disease across residential aged-care facilities 
in Victoria, and Minister Richard Colbeck was exposed for the federal government’s woeful management of that 
sector. Therefore, perhaps it is not surprising that the federal government switched tactics. No longer did it want 
to be part of a national consensus. It wanted to take part in a dog-eat-dog and, quite frankly, unattractive process 
of attacking the Victorian government. That was potentially to deflect from the incompetence of the Morrison 
government and Minister Colbeck in funding and regulating the residential aged-care sector. Despite the fact that 
the commonwealth government has sole responsibility for that area, it could not provide the leadership to prevent 
those deaths. The commonwealth government has financially strangled that sector for so long that it lacked the 
capacity to respond in any meaningful way to the COVID 19 outbreak in Victoria, and that led directly to the 
swathe of deaths that took place across those residential aged-care facilities. Therefore, it is not surprising that 
we had this dog whistling and cat calling from the commonwealth government. It wanted to deflect from its 
woeful inadequacy and comprehensive failure to protect the most vulnerable of Australians in those residential 
aged-care facilities. 
We also had the rather hapless Deputy Prime Minister, Michael McCormack, wave about his head a letter that he had 
written to all the Premiers, unilaterally declaring that they should increase the cap across the country. That was in 
direct contradiction to the Prime Minister’s commitment that he would work with the state governments to increase 
the cap. The Premier found out about the commonwealth government’s declaration to increase the cap during a press 
conference, when the journalist presented him with the letter that had supposedly been sent to him. That is no way 
for a national government to conduct itself. That is a pathetic and disrespectful process. The Morrison government 
should hang its head in shame. I know the political adage that if we are placed between a stuff-up and a conspiracy, 
90 per cent of the time it is just a complete stuff-up. It was either a conspiracy by the commonwealth government 
against the states—while we are at it, it is just the Labor states, because the Prime Minister said in his letter that he 
already had the agreement of the New South Wales and South Australian governments—or a monumental stuff-up 
and failure to lead nationally and work with the states on this common issue. The Prime Minister does not even 
know what the Deputy Prime Minister is doing. 

The Premier is fundamentally committed to bringing Western Australians home. However, he is fundamentally 
committed to bringing them home in a safe way that protects both them and the Western Australians who are here. 
The Premier wants to work with the commonwealth to find a single solution to bring those people home. However, 
we have not had that. The commonwealth government has arrogantly dismissed any contribution from the states and 
has simply sought to divide the states. It has attacked the Victorian government, because it hates Daniel Andrews 
and his popularity. It has attacked the Queensland government for political advantage, because that government is 
about to go to an election. It has also undermined the Western Australian government, which was one of the early 
sign-ups in committing to the Morrison government’s efforts to increase the cap. 
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We want to increase the cap, and we will provide extra hotels to ensure that happens. However, is it too much to ask 
the national Prime Minister to lead nationally? Is it too much to ask the national Prime Minister to cooperate with the 
state Premiers in providing a national solution, because only the Premiers can deliver on a national solution? Let 
us not forget that the commonwealth government has entirely abrogated its responsibility for international borders. 
I never thought I would hear myself say that about a federal Liberal government, given the immoral way in which 
it treats the refugees and asylum seekers who are trying to come into this country. For some reason, when letting 
people come to this country may have potentially deadly consequences for our Australian population, Peter Dutton 
is completely missing in action. Perhaps if we had gotten someone from the Artania to apply for refugee status, 
we would have been given some assistance from the commonwealth government. As it was, Peter Dutton has 
been completely missing in action. It has been left to the hapless Michael McCormack to wade into the issue of border 
security. However, he has waded into that in a clumsy way that has completely destroyed any capacity for cooperation. 
Therefore, it is not surprising that the Premier would, out of annoyance and frustration, point out that the people with 
the resources, the capacity and the personnel to lend a hand in increasing the number of international arrivals is the 
commonwealth government itself. It is not unreasonable for the Premier to point out that the commonwealth has 
a range of facilities around the country that it could put in place, at the drop of a hat, to ensure the safe arrival of many 
hundreds, and potentially thousands, of Australians who want to return home. It is not unreasonable for the Premier 
to point out that the commonwealth could bring to bear the resource of the Australian Defence Force to assist the 
states to increase the cap. In particular, it is not unreasonable for the Premier to point out that we also have an army 
of Australian Border Force personnel, who, quite frankly, have been entirely missing in this whole saga. 

We know they are not managing our borders, because Western Australian police and the Western Australian Department 
of Health are doing that. What are Australian Border Force officials doing? Where is the Australian Border Force at 
this time of existential external threat to the country? We know they are not working in our airports. We know they 
are not working in our ports. Quite frankly, all that activity, particularly air arrivals, has crashed. They must be leaning 
on water coolers and wondering when Minister Dutton is going to call on them to lend a hand. No, we do not hear 
about that. 

All the Deputy Prime Minister did, without any reference to the Premier or other state leaders, was to undermine 
the Prime Minister and the national consensus by unilaterally declaring that the federal government would increase 
the cap. As the member for Dawesville alluded to, Western Australia is already doing a substantial proportion of the 
heavy lifting with the caps. We take 525 people a week. The only state that takes more arrivals than that is New South 
Wales. Queensland has a significantly bigger economy and capacity than Western Australia, yet it takes only 
500 people a week. Adelaide takes only 500 people a week. I wonder whether they struggle to find 500 people who 
want to return to Australia through Adelaide! However, Adelaide takes only 500 a week. 

Mr D.C. Nalder: That was nasty. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Are you saying he’s wrong? 

Mr D.C. Nalder: I’m saying it’s nasty. I enjoyed my time in Adelaide; it’s a great city. 

Mr R.H. COOK: It is my second-favourite city, actually. I was just saying that not many people want to go there. 

Western Australia takes the highest number of returning Australians per capita of any state, and that situation will 
remain when we go to 1 025 arrivals in three weeks’ time. I am not surprised that the Premier pushed back. The 
Premier stood up for Western Australia once again. 

Mr D.C. Nalder: He doesn’t want Western Australian people returning home to be dumped in Western Australia. 

Mr R.H. COOK: No, member for Bateman; he is standing up to the opposition for lining up behind Clive Palmer. 
He is standing up to members opposite, who day after day come in here and question our position on the hard border. 
He is standing up to members opposite, who day after day call into question the great work of the Chief Health 
Officer and the Commissioner of Police. He is standing up to members opposite, who day after day do not support 
the Western Australian people, because you, of all people, want to bring down our hard border. 

Mr D.C. Nalder: When have I said that? 

Mr R.H. COOK: Where was the member for Bateman when Clive Palmer was challenging our hard border? He was 
lining up behind the Leader of the Opposition and supporting Clive Palmer. Either that or he was not supporting the 
Leader of the Opposition! He can have it one of two ways; he was supporting either the government or the Leader of 
the Opposition. Which side was the member for Bateman on? He has gone quiet, Madam Deputy Speaker! I am very 
sorry about that, because it would have been great to hear whether he was undermining the Western Australian 
government by supporting Clive Palmer or undermining the Leader of the Opposition. 

We understand the struggles that people are facing in returning to Australia. We understand that the decisions that 
we make to keep Western Australians safe are hard. We understand the need to bring more Western Australians and 
Australians home, and the role that Western Australia plays, and will continue to play, in getting more Australians 
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back home. It is important that we do that safely. We have to make sure that our hotel quarantine is of a high 
enough standard that we can bring people back safely and protect the Western Australians who are already here. 
We will continue to do that. The Premier is committed to bringing more people home, which is why he signed 
Western Australia up to increasing the caps earlier. Consensus was reached between him and the Prime Minister, 
and that was undermined only by the incompetence, political partisanship or rank opportunism of the Prime Minister’s 
other ministers, who wanted some political gain over the Victorian and Queensland governments. We will overlook 
the party-political grandstanding that has taken place over the last few weeks because we want to be part of the 
solution. Western Australia is already doing the heavy lifting. We take in more people per capita than any other 
state. We will do more, but we need the commonwealth to assist. 

Mr Spencer’s argument is not with the Western Australian government. We are committed to bringing his family 
and other families home as quickly as possible, but we are also committed to doing it safely. Our priority is to 
protect Western Australians at the same time. The only thing that is holding back that process is the incompetence 
of the Morrison government in not working with the state governments, in not bringing people along with the 
national consensus and for failing to provide national leadership. Quite frankly, we expect better from the 
commonwealth. We expect its resources, leadership and cooperation. We want to do more for people overseas. 
We want to make sure that we bring them home safely. The only thing stopping that is the incompetence of the 
Morrison government. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken, the Deputy Speaker (Ms L.L. Baker) casting her vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (13) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr A. Krsticevic Mr D.C. Nalder Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup (Teller) 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr K.M. O’Donnell  
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr R.S. Love Mr D.T. Redman  
Mr P.A. Katsambanis Dr M.D. Nahan Mr P.J. Rundle  

 

Noes (34) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr F.M. Logan Mr D.T. Punch Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr R.H. Cook Ms S.F. McGurk Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.C. Tinley 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr S.A. Millman Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms C.M. Rowe Ms S.E. Winton 
Mr T.J. Healy Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms A. Sanderson Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Ms J.J. Shaw  
Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  

            
Pairs 

Dr D.J. Honey Dr A.D. Buti 
Mrs A.K. Hayden Ms J. Farrer 
Mr W.R. Marmion Mr K.J.J. Michel 
Mr J.E. McGrath Mr M.J. Folkard 

Question thus negatived. 
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